
- 1 - 

A
R
M
Y    •
N
A
V
Y    •
A
I
R

F
O
R
C
E•
M
A
R
I
N
E

C
O
R
P
S •
C
O
A
S
T

G
U
A
R
D•
N
O
A
A•
U
S
P
H
S

THE 
CAPE FEAR 
CHAPTER of

MILITARY 
OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA  

P O BOX 53621
FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305

EXECUTIVE BOARD
President      

COL(Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA

1st VP           
Vacant

2nd Vp
Vacant

3rd VP
LTC(Ret) William J. Dadek, USA

Secretary      
LTC(Ret) Doneal G. Gersh, USA

Treasurer      
LTC(Ret) Edward R. Thomas II, USA

Chaplain       
CH(LTC) Ronald P. Leininger, USA

Personal Affairs Officer      
Vacant

TOPS    
COL(Ret) Arturo Rodriguez, USA

INFOGRAM - June 2013
EDITOR:  LTC John W. Hazlett, US Army (Ret)

PRESIDENT’S NOTES by Juan Chavez,
phone: (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org
     The May 16 luncheon/meeting at Carrabba’s went 
well.  It was well attended, the food was great and 
the staff at Carrabba’s did an excellent job.  Four new 
members were introduced: LTC (Ret) Al Howe, LTC 
(Ret) Dave McLaughlin and wife Kathy, LTC (Ret) 
Steve Mannell and 2LT Andrea Candlish. Lieutenant 
Candlish not only led us in the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag to open the event, but she also won the 50/50 
raffle to close it. 

     Our featured speaker 
was Mr. Tom Guy a WW II 
Navy F6F Hell Cat pilot who 
presented an interesting account 
of his experiences during the 
war.  On September 2, 1945, 
while patrolling Tokyo Bay he 
happen to witness the Japanese 
surrender ceremony held 
aboard the US battleship USS 
Missouri, at which officials 

www.cfmoaa.org

Guest Speaker, 
Mr. Tom Guy

2LT Andea Candlish, “split the pot” winner
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CALENDAR

from the Japanese government signed the instrument of surrender, thereby ending the hostilities 
in World War II.      
     I regret to report that this event was R.B. Goforth’s last; he tendered his resignation as 2nd 
Vice President and Programs Chair.  R.B., who still runs a pest extermination business, stated that 
he just simply could not spare the time that the job demands.  While I am disappointed that R.B. 
stepped down, I commend him for at least trying to help.  We now have four major vacancies on 
the board of directors.  I am confident, however, that within our ranks of 296 members there are 
four who would like to help move this chapter forward.
     On a more positive note, the chapter received a $1,000 donation from the Meinhardts’ children 
to be applied toward a ROTC scholarship to honor their parents, Harry and Mary Meinhardt, on 
the occasion of their recent 65th wedding anniversary.  Accordingly, a $1,000 scholarship in the 
names of Colonel (Ret) and Mrs. Harry P. Meinhardt will be awarded this summer to a deserving 
senior ROTC cadet.  Congratulations to Harry and Mary on a significant milestone, and thanks 
for the many creative ways the Meinhardt family comes up with to support the chapter.
     Another bit of good news, the May edition of the MOAA news-letter The Affiliate, which is 
sent out monthly to Council and Chapter officers,  recognized the Cape Fear Chapter as follows:       
“. . . to members of the Cape Fear (N.C.) Chapter who volunteered 725 hours in 2012 to support 
the Fayetteville (N.C.) Regional Airport USO. Many MOAA members and their families have 
used the USO, and now they are giving back. Thanks for supporting this very busy facility.”   
Kudos to our USO volunteer squad for a job well done!
     The United States Army celebrates its 238th birthday on June 14, 2013.  It is the largest and 
oldest established branch of the U.S. military. The modern army has its roots in the Continental 
Army which was formed on June 14, 1775, to meet the demands of the American Revolutionary 
War before the establishment of the United States. The Congress of the Confederation officially 
created the United States Army on June 3, 1784 after the end of the Revolutionary War to replace 
the disbanded Continental Army. The army considers itself to be descended from the Continental 
Army and thus dates its inception from the origins of that force.  Happy birthday to all our Army 
members! 

JUNE
03 Ladies of MOAA Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1000
04 CFC Executive Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1100
27 Ladies of MOAA Luncheon Fort Bragg Club 1045
JULY
01 Ladies of MOAA Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1000
02 CFC Executive Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1100
19 CFC General Membership Meeting TBA TBA
25 Ladies of MOAA Luncheon Fort Bragg Club 1045
AUGUST
06  CFC Executive Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1100
07 Ladies of MOAA Board Meeting Fort Bragg Club 1000
22  Ladies of MOAA Luncheon    
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––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MEMBERSHIP  - RECRUITING AND RETENTION
by Juan Chavez, President,  phone: (910)797-5419, email: President @cfmoaa.org.      
     The MOAA National campaign, “Chapter Recruiting 2013,” enters the second quarter still in a 
positive trend.  Our recruiting efforts continue to show gains, but at a pitiful trickle; I know we can 
do better.  With the size of the market here in the Fort Bragg area, we should be in double digits 
every month; here is this month’s report: 
RETENTION: No change.
RECRUITING:
     We gained two new members during the month of May.  It is a pleasure to welcome the latest 
new members to our chapter: 
     LTC (Ret) Stephen C. Mannell, USA
     CPT Matthew T. Holden, USA
     The monthly scoreboard of new members is as follows:  January – 23; February – 6; March – 4; 
April – 2; May – 2 for a total of 37 year-to-date.   
     Thanks to all of you who are out there actively recruiting, continue the good work.  For 
those of you who have yet to recruit a new member, you need to go out and just do it.  There are 
literally thousands of eligible members in our catchment area, many in your own social circle or 
neighborhood.  If you need application forms, go to our web site at www.cfmoaa.org and download 
them, or just call me and I’ll mail them to you. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ROTC COMMISSIONING CEREMONIES by Bill Dadek, 3rd Vice President, 
phone: (910) 425-2987, email: 3vp@cfmoaa.org

 Fayetteville State University conducted its AFROTC Commissioning ceremony on May 3, 
2013 at the Airborne & Special Operations Museum in downtown Fayetteville.  The Air Force 
ROTC unit composed of students from Fayetteville State and UNC Pembroke welcomed eight 
new lieutenants into the ranks of the active Air Force at the ceremony. LtCol Darrell Lockhart, 
the Professor of Aerospace Studies at FSU, officiated with the assistance of his staff and cadets.  
I had the privilege of presenting a set of gold bars and free one year membership to each of the 
new officers on behalf of MOAA.
On the same morning at Seabrook Auditorium on the campus of FSU, Colonel (Ret) Chavez 
attended the FSU Army Commissioning ceremony for 9 new Army lieutenants.  The ceremony 
was officiated by LTC Ed Pethan the Army PMS at FSU assisted by his staff and cadets.  MG 
John W. Nicholson, Commanding General, 82d Airborne Division was the guest speaker.  I had 
the privilege of presenting a set of gold bars and a free one year membership in MOAA to each 
of the new officers on behalf of the Cape Fear Chapter.
 University of North Carolina at Pembroke held their Army ROTC Commissioning 
ceremony at the Givens Performing Arts Center on campus on May 4, 2013.  Four new 
lieutenants were welcomed into the ranks of the active Army at the ceremony.  Major Felts, the 
Assistant Professor of Military Science at UNC Pembroke, officiated with the assistance of his 
staff and cadets.  I presented a set of gold bars and free one year membership in MOAA to each 
of the new officers.
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     Campbell University held its Army ROTC Commissioning ceremony on May 10, 2013.  
Representing the Cape Fear Chapter, I attended the ceremony for eleven new Army lieutenants.  
Again, I had the privilege of presenting a set of gold bars and a free one year membership in 
MOAA to each of the new officers on behalf of the Cape Fear Chapter.   The ceremony was 
unique in that two of the new lieutenants were married and sworn in together, and one new officer 
had his father administer his oath. The latter not unusual in itself, but the father administered the 
oath from his base in Afghanistan via Skype. One could see a very proud dad on the screen and a 
very happy son on stage.
     Methodist University held its Army ROTC commissioning ceremony on May 11, 2013 
at Mary Clark Hall on campus.  The ceremony was presided by LTC (Ret) Leland Young, the 
Army PMS, assisted by his staff and cadets.  Thirteen new lieutenants were welcomed into the 
officer ranks of the active Army, the majority of who were former enlisted soldiers with extensive 
combat experience in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Colonel (Ret) Chavez presented each new lieutenant 
with a set of gold bars and a free one year membership in MOAA.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
ROTC AWARDS by Bill Dadek, 3rd Vice President, phone: (910)425-2987, 
email: 3vp@cfmoaa.org
 Terry Sanford High School AFJROTC held its 39th Annual Dining Out in the Lafayette 
Room of the Fort Bragg Club on May 3, 2013.  Major (Ret) Patton, Senior Aerospace and 
Science Instructor and the cadet leadership provided a festive occasion for the cadets and 
their families/friends.  Dr. Frank Till, Superintendent of Cumberland County Schools was the 
featured speaker.  Awards were presented to deserving cadets by several national and fraternal 
organizations.  I had the privilege of representing the Cape Fear Chapter and presenting the 
MOAA Medal to Cadet Chandri Aghere.  
 Cape Fear High School held its Naval JROTC Awards Night in the school auditorium on 
May 10, 2013.  CAPT (Ret) Andy Karakos, Senior Naval ROTC Instructor, assisted by SgtMaj 
(Ret) Leon Thornton, USMC officiated the ceremony.  Colonel (Ret) Juan Chavez, representing 
the Cape Fear Chapter presented the MOAA Medal to Cadet Kristie Sabo.  At the conclusion 
of the evening, Cadet Sabo was announced as the new Battalion Commander for school year 
2013/2014 and promotion to Cadet Commander.
 Westover High School conducted its annual Army JROTC awards night on May 14, 2013.  
LTC (Ret) Kevin DiCassio, Senior Army Instructor and the cadet leadership provided a formal 
occasion for the cadets and their families/ friends.  Awards were presented to deserving cadets 
by several national and fraternal organizations.  I presented the MOAA Medal to the Cadet 
Commander as the recipient, Cadet Darden, was unable to attend the ceremony because of illness. 
 East Bladen High School conducted its annual awards ceremony in the school gymnasium 
on May 15, 2013.  LTC (Ret) Roy Allen, Senior Army Instructor, supervised the program aided 
by the battalion staff.  Presentations were made by the Superintendent of Bladen County Schools 
and the East Bladen High School Principal.  LTC (Ret) John Hazlett, representing the Cape Fear 
Chapter, presented the MOAA Medal to Cadet 2LT Geomac Peterson.
 E.E. Smith High School conducted its JROTC awards ceremony on May 17, 2013 in 
conjunction with a dinner in the school cafeteria.  LtCol Kernist Stovall, Senior Aerospace 
and Science Instructor, together with the battalion staff did an excellent job in organizing the 
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program.  The ceremony was presented in a formal military fashion and all cadets and guests 
participated.  LTC (Ret) John Hazlett, representing the Cape Fear Chapter, presented the MOAA 
Medal to Cadet Captain Jet Enochs.
 Seventy-First High School had its Air Force JROTC Military Ball on May 17, 2013 in the 
Lafayette Room of the Fort Bragg Club.  LtCol (Ret) Roderick Haley, Senior Aerospace and 
Science Instructor, and the cadet leadership provided a festive occasion for the cadets and their 
families/ friends.  Awards were presented to deserving cadets by several national and fraternal 
organizations.  I had the privilege of presenting the MOAA Medal to Cadet LtCol Whitney Trinh-
Kim-Ngoe Seraukas.  
 Fairmont High School JROTC held their annual awards night on May 18, 2013.  LTC (Ret) 
Davis and his staff and cadets decorated the Fairmont Heritage Center and conducted an excellent 
ceremony acknowledging the achievements of the cadets in the Fairmont Tornado Battalion.  I had 
the honor of presenting the MOAA Medal to Cadet Maranda Leggett.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER by Chaplain (LTC) Ron Leininger,  phone: (910)907-7729, 
email: chaplain@cfmoaa.org
     To those of you MOAA folk who are affiliated with Uncle Sam’s Army....Happy Birthday!  The 
Army was birthed into existence 14 June 1775.  And no, COL Meinhardt and COL Cox were not 
some of the first lieutenants in the ranks then. 
     Historian, John R. Maass of the USA Army Center of Military History, describes its formation 
below:
     When the American Revolution broke out; the rebellious colonies did not possess an army in 
the modern sense. Rather, the revolutionaries fielded an amateur force of colonial troops, cobbled 
together from various New England militia companies.  They had no unified chain of command, 
and although Artemas Ward of Massachusetts exercised authority by informal agreement, officers 
from other colonies were not obligated to obey his orders.  The American volunteers were led, 
equipped, armed, paid for, and supported by the colonies from which they were raised. 
     In the spring of 1775, this “army” was about to confront British troops near Boston, 
Massachusetts. The revolutionaries had to re-organize their forces quickly if they were to stand a 
chance against Britain’s seasoned professionals. Recognizing the need to enlist the support of all 
of the American seaboard colonies, the Massachusetts Provincial Congress appealed to the Second 
Continental Congress in Philadelphia to assume authority for the New England army.  Reportedly, 
at John Adams’ request, Congress voted to “adopt” the Boston troops on June 14, although there 
is no written record of this decision.  Also on this day, Congress resolved to form a committee “to 
bring in a draft of rules and regulations for the government of the Army,” and voted $2,000,000 
to support the forces around Boston, and those at New York City.  Moreover, Congress authorized 
the formation of ten companies of expert riflemen from Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
which were directed to march to Boston to support the New England militia. 
 George Washington received his appointment as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army 
the next day, and formally took command at Boston on July 3, 1775.  Marines, Navy, and Air 
Force would follow.  
 Thank you again and again for your sacrificial contributions to our Nation’s defense.  God 
bless you all.
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HELP WANTED by Juan Chavez, President, phone: (910)757-5419, 
email: President@cfmoaa.org
     Four key positions on the Executive Board and staff are vacant.  If you want to make a 
difference and help make this chapter the best in the state, call me.  The positions are:
     1st Vice President: Generally, the 1st Vice, like all other Executive Board members, must be 
prepared to perform the duties of the next higher office should it be vacated, either temporarily or 
permanently. More directly, however, the principal job of the 1st VP is to serve as the Chairman 
of the Membership Committee; in this capacity, he/she is responsible for retaining existing 
members and recruiting new ones. Although every chapter member is considered a recruiter, the 
membership committee should establish goals, plan and carry out membership solicitation drives, 
and follow up on leads concerning potential members.  Any regular member of the chapter is 
eligible to fill this position.
     2nd Vice President:  The incumbent of this position should likewise be prepared to perform 
the duties of the next higher office should it be vacated.  That said, the crux of the 2nd VP’s 
job is to act as the Programs Chair.  The Programs Committee, under the direction of the 
board of directors, plans and executes a program of activities in consonance with the purpose 
of the chapter and the desires of the membership.  It is vital that planned activities be varied 
and appealing to all members so they will want to participate and remain chapter members.  
Activities include social functions such as luncheons, dinners, trips, etc., to include scheduling 
of guest speakers and/or other entertainment and coordinating all logistical and administrative 
requirements inherent thereto.  Any regular member of the chapter is eligible to fill this position.
     Personal Affairs Officer:  Serves as a principal staff officer on the chapter’s executive 
board. Acts as the focal point for information concerning the serious illness, hospitalization and/
or the passing of chapter members and spouses. Sends get well cards or sympathy notices, as 
appropriate, on behalf of the chapter. Acts as a source of solutions to questions or problems about 
issues such as military rights and privileges, survivor benefits and entitlements, etc. Coordinates 
directly with MOAA’s Benefits Information and Financial Education Department. Any regular or 
auxiliary member is eligible to fill this position.
      Auxiliary Liaison:  Serves as the primary point of contact on legislative and benefits-
information issues concerning surviving spouses. She/he is expected to work directly with the 
national association’s Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee (AMAC). The AMAC assists 
chapter auxiliary liaisons by providing regular email correspondence and, upon request, 
publications and fact sheets relevant to surviving spouses from the MOAA’s Benefits Information 
and Financial Education Department. The auxiliary liaison works closely with the Chapter 
Personal Affairs Officer.  Any auxiliary member may be appointed to fill this position.
     The Chapter desperately needs help. If interested, call (910) 797-5419 or email president@
cfmoaa.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
VA MEDICAL BENEFITS BRIEFING
    Chapter members and others who are Vietnam veterans and who have not yet applied for VA 
Medical Benefits might find it helpful to attend a briefing on the subject by Mrs. Sharon Sanders, 
Director, Cumberland County Veterans Service Office.  The briefing will be held at the Main 
Library of Cumberland County at 6:30 PM, Tuesday, June 18, 2013.
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––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
IN MEMORIAM 
Frederick Albert Healy (May 24, 1930 - May 13, 2013) 
     It is with deep regret that we announce the death of Mr. F.A. (Fritz), Healy, Sr., an honorary 
member of the Cape Fear Chapter.  Mr. Healy, Sr., a prominent businessman in Fayetteville for 
many years, passed away on May 13, 2013.
     Fritz, as he was affectionately known to most of us was a loyal and staunch supporter of our 
ROTC Scholarship Program. For many years, Fritz made significant donations to our annual fund 
raising golf tournament which is the primary funding source for our ROTC scholarships. 
     For his sustained contributions to the chapter, Fritz was bestowed an “Honorary” membership, 
one of a handful of people so recognized. We shall miss Fritz and our heartfelt condolences are 
extended to the Healy family during their bereavement.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MOAA LADIES NOTES by Nancy Garman, President, phone: (910) 485-7648
     Greetings ladies! It was good to see many of you at the May luncheon. Many thanks to Mary 
Meinhardt and Sarah Volkmann for the lovely table decorations. I’m sure the recipients of the 
flowers were quite pleased. The Albritton Middle School Choir and Jazz Band is always a treat. 
Hats off to the girls and boys and their teachers for a most enjoyable program for us!
     I’m aware that going upstairs is a problem for a number of our members.  Our usual meeting 
place was being used by The Gold Star Mothers and I’m sure we all were glad to move to give 
them a place to meet. The good side of it is that the Sink Room is really a better place to hold 
our luncheon in that all can see and hear better than in the dining room.  We didn’t anticipate that 
the elevator would be inoperable, parking would be at a premium and the P A system would not 
work. Our next luncheon will be on the 27th of June.  I assume it will be downstairs but I don’t 
know as yet.  The program will be “Chatty Cathy”, a chance to socialize with friends.  As of this 
writing the menu was not available but we know that Bunny will come up with something to 
please our palates as she always does.     
     Please put a couple dates on your calendars. The Ladies Club’s Gala Dance will be on 
the13th of December at the Gates Four Country Club.  This is a change from the date I gave you 
last month. The music will be provided by the N C Revelers orchestra.  You will receive more 
information later but plan to celebrate with all of your friends on that night.  You are encouraged 
to bring guests, the more the merrier!  Think about getting together a table of eight or more. The 
other date to put on your calendar is our fundraiser.  It was decided that we will have a “Make It, 
Bake It, Grow It, Sew It” with an auction. It will be at our regular monthly luncheon date on the 
26th of September.
      To continue planning ahead we will have our customary Champagne Brunch on the 24th of 
October.  The Dining Out group has settled on meeting on the 4th Tuesday of the month. Their 
next meeting date will the 18th of June. Please contact Marty Baldwin for more details. We 
encourage all of you to stay active, get out, and enjoy being together. One of our objectives is to 
support and assist CFC MOAA.  We want you to plan to participate in their fundraiser, the Golf 
Tournament planned for 21 September. Not only is it fun, it raises money for their scholarship 
program which helps many of our youngsters.
     It is hard for me to realize that summer is upon us. Time does seem to fly when you are having 
fun!  Try to stay well and be happy.
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PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA

_____Initial Enrollment     _____Annual Renewal                           Date: _________________

Category:   Regular _____($20)    Auxiliary_____(No Dues)    Associate______($20)   

NAME:__________________________________________SPOUSE’S NAME:______________

RANK:_____   SERVICE:_________________     Active Duty____ Retired ____ Veteran____ 

ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________ZIP:___________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:______________________________  TELEPHONE: __________________

NATIONAL MOAA MEMBER?   Yes_____Membership # _______________;    No _____

I would like to receive my Infogram by: _____ Regular Mail   _____ E-mail

Please mail with any payment due to:
Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 53621, Fayetteville, NC 2830506/2013
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